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COUNTRY SPECTATOR. 
Numser XXII. 
Tusspay, § March, 1793. 


With regard to accomplifhments, the chief of thefe is a compee 
tent fhare of reading, well chofen and properly regulated, 


Mrs, Cuarons, 








Havine, yefterday, taken a review 
of my feveral fpeculations, I was exceedingly fur. 
prifed to find, that not one of them out of one and 
twenty had been directly and immediately dedicated 
tothe ladies. I amapt toafcribe this apparent neglect 
to my extraordinary diffidence; which has never 
fuffered me to imagine myfelf capable of any per- 
formance, that might inftruct women of under- 
ftanding, though I have always been zealous for 
their improvement in learning and virtue. I am 
confirmed in this opinion by looking at the fhelves 
in my library. It confifts of Ancients and Moderns 
fo equal in point of numbers, that fhould they ever 
come to blows, as they once did at St. Fames’s, it would 
moft likely be a drawn battle, provided that all of 
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them ftood to their pofts: but fo many of my Mo- 
derns are conftantly deferting to my female ac- 
quaintance, that the few, who remain in the field, 
would have to fight the Ancients at confiderable 
odds: ‘In other words, 1 am very much de- 
lighted with recommending a favourite author to 
the notice of ladies: to be the means of con- 
veying knowledge is at all times a pleafing employ- 
ment ; but the pleafure is, in this inftance, increaf- 
ed tenfold from a confideration of the object. 


In the prefent age, indeed, a man may reafona- 
bly call his modefty in queftion, who hopes to in- 
{truct the more fenfible part of the other fex. Iam 
rather inclined to be of opinion, that the wits of 
the prefent day do not in their writings very much 
furpafs thofe of the reign of Queen Anne ; and I am 
pretty well affured that the ladies ftand in far lefs 
need of inftruction than they did at that period, and 
that my country-women were never fo diftinguifhed 
for good fenfe, as in the reign of Queen Charloite. 


In fpeculating, however, on this fubject, I have 
fometimes fancied, that the ladies in the Country 
are more eminent for their underftanding, than thefe 
who live inthe Metropolis: whereas, that with the 
men itis, perhaps, the reverfe. Suppofing this to 
be the fact, I think it may fairly be accounted for by 
confidering the different ftructure of the mind in the 
two fexes, and the different kinds of excellence te 
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which each of them fhould lay pretence. In order 
to form the accomplifhed gentleman (where I ufe 
the word accomplifbed in its true and proper fenfe) 
two things feem neceflary ; a knowledge, of the 
world, and a knowledge of books. Neither of thefe 
can be fo fully attained in the Country as in great 
cities, where libraries are open for the ufe of 
the public, and where the curious may be introdu- 
ced into company of every defcription. Iam far 
from wifhing to make fuch an invidious diftinction 
between the male and female mind, as to affirm that 
a woman may not become accomplifhed by the fame 
means as a man; yet I think, that thefe means 
fhould be ufed in a different degree, and fhould be 
fomewhat differently applied. It will not, I hope, 
be interpreted into a degradation of the ladies, to 
fay that deep philofophical refearches and univerfal 
learning contribute little, if any thing at all, to the 
Ornament of their fex, or that active life is not the 
{phere, which they are principally expected to 
fill: tho’ it mutt be allowed that women fhould 
not be totally without learning, or wholly unac- 
quainted with the manners of the woild. As much, 
however, of thefe, as is conducive to their real im- 
provement, may be acquired by fuch, as refide in the 
Country. We have not, indeed, a great variety of 
books ; but if the few, which are to be met with 
among us, be only well felected, they will contribute 
more largely to the ftock of female intelligence, 


than a multitude of volumes, which diftract the ar- 
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tention. An acquaintance with the world, if gaiety 
and diffipation be not included under that head, 
may likewife be acquired in a fufficient degree in the 
prefent improved ftate of Country manners. Our 
entertainments are not lefs rational or our mirth lefs 
refined, than that which is to be met with inthe 
larger circles of the Metropolis. Nor indeed can 
it be otherwife: as the more fenfible part among 
the people of condition in London annually feek re. 
fuge from the noife and tumult of the Town in the 
ftillnefs of the Country, and communicate to us all 
the knowledge and improvements of the Capital 
without any of its levity or folly. Ido not, in this 
place, take notice of thofe coxcombs, who fome- 
times come down into the Country to excite our 
wonder, as with moft of us they are objects of ri- 
dicule rather than of imitation. 


Few, however, of our ladies are condemned to 
perpetual ruftication, but moft of them, at certain 
intervals, pay a vifit to London. The advantages 
they derive from thefe excurfions are almoft incon. 
ceivable. I know of nothing more entertaining or 
inftructive, than the letters of a fenfible woman 
written during her firft vifit to the Metropolis. I 
have feen fome of thefe, abounding with very inge- 
nious remarks on life and manners, collected in fix 
weeks, which even the fame lady, had fhe always 
lived in Town, would not have hit upon in the 
fame number of years. Conftant opportunity gene- 
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rally begets indifference : whereas we are forcibly 
{truck with the novelty of fcenes, which open upon 
us all at once, yet promife but a fhort continuance. 


Hituerto I have principally confidered the ne- 
gative fide of the queftién ; from which, I think, 
it plainly appears, that our Country ladies enjoy at 
leaft as great means of improvement, as thofe who 
live in Town. But Iam further of opinion, that if 
we enquire into the real excellence of the female 
underftanding, the advantage will be found to be in 
favour of the former. The knowledge of a fenfible 
and amiable woman is made up of fuch ideas, as are 
more eafily acquired in the Country than elfewhere. 
It difcovers a more thorough acquaintance with the 
works of nature than of art: and the whole is mark. 
ed with eafe and elegance, foftnefs and fiimplicity. 
Accordingly, we are feldom delighted with that 
mafculine fenfe in women, which feems to fet the 
learning of the other fex at defiance. Such are re. 
garded as a kind of Amazons in underftanding; who 
may fometimes {trike terror into men, but cannot 
incite them to tendernefs, and who may happen to 
fill us with admiration, but never with love. Thefe 
remarks are grounded on the fuppofition, that Na- 
ture defigned a certain amiablenefs to be the general 
character of the female mind ; a fuppofition, which 
will not be controverted by thofe, who admit the 
analogy between the mind and the perfon. Iam 
inclined, therefore, to believe, that half an hour 
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devoted to a walk in the fields will often contribute 
fullas muchto the improvement of the fair fex, as the 
fame portion of time employed over a book, and 
that topics of inftruction prefent themfelves in a 
garden no lefs frequently than ina library. There 
is fomething in the contemplation of the works of 
Nature, which, while it expands the mind, foftens 
and refines it, which lulls to fleep the turbulent 
affections, and diffufes thro’ the breaft mildnefs and 


{erenity. 


Tam, however, the laft perfon in the world, who 
would urge a fingle fyllable againft that paffion for 
reading, which prevails among fome of the ladies 
of the prefent day. An acquaintance with the beft 
writers in our language is certainly one of the moft 
ufeful accomplifhments, which a woman can poffefs. 
It aflifts her exceedingly in converfation by extend- 
ing her knowledge and chaftening her wit. For this 
reafon I have often wondered, that among all the 
methods of recommending the feminaries of female 
education, I never have read an advertifement of a 
{chool, where young ladies might be accommodated 
with a well chofen Englijb Library. Such informa- 
tion would, furely, be as agreeable to judicious pa- 
rents, as to be told that the Dancing-Mafter attend- 
ed three times a week, or that the Teacher of French 
refided in the houfe. This accommodation might 
tend greatly to fix the tafte of women during the 
whole of their lives, or at leaft, to make it far more 
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correct, than it fometimes is at prefent. Were I to 
fuppofe fo many of them to be born with a propene 
fity to nonfenfe, 1 might, with good reafon, be fuf- 
pected of fatire (a talent, that I never indulge) ; 
I would, therefore, attribute the avidity, with which 
fome of them devour novels and other trafh, to the 
want of good books, which they laboured under at 
{chool: as thofe, who in their early days have been 
accuftomed to coarfe fare, are never afterwards very 
remarkable for a difcriminating palate. 


For my own part, I never examine the female 
character critically, without reflecting, what figure 
a woman will make in domeftic life. I hold the 
circle of the fire-fide to be the trajectory, in which 
fhe fhould move. It is not neceffary, that fhe 
fhould always be equally near to the attracting body, 
any more than that the earth fhould conftantly re. 
volve at the fame diftance from the fun: but when 
I fee her perpetually rambling after pleafure and 
diffipation, I contider her as being drawn out of her 
orbit by fome difturbing force, which has thrown the 
whole fyftem into diforder and confufion. Now 
fuppofing this illuftration to be juft, I cannot help 
imagining the Country to be the great nurfery of 
female excellence. Retirement and_ tranquillity 
have a wonderful effect in attaching the mind to its 
proper object ; as noife an@ diffipation make it in- 
{table and uncertain. They allow time for reflec- 
tion and the acquifition of knowledge, without fome 
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portion of which no woman fhould chufe for her 
hufband a man of a cultivated underftanding. The 
fociety, too, in the Country, is more likely to fit a 
lady for domeftic life, than that in populous towns : 
it is marked with hofpitality rather than with pa- 
rade, and even yet retains more of primitive plain- 


nefs and fimplicity, than the tumultuous affemblies 
of fafhionable life. 


AMANDA, who is one of the moft agreeable wo- 
men, with whom I have ever converfed, has con- 
{tantly refided a hundred miles from Town, and has 
feen the Metropolis but twice. Her character is 
that of meeknefs and unaffected worth. Tho’ her 
chief attention is given to her family, fhe finds lei- 
{ure to improve her underftanding and tafte. He, 
reading has not been extenfive, but has been admi- 
rably directed. Addifon appears to be her favorite 
Author; yet fhe has a juft relifh of the beauties of 
our moft pathetic poets, and is remarkably de- 
lighted with the penfive fpirit of Bowles. Her 
tendernefs, however, is without weaknefs, and tho" 
fhe has a fine imagination, fhe is hardly ever ro- 
mantic. In her converfation, her good fenfe makes 
her the delight of the other fex, but is not fo often- 
tatioufly difplayed, as to excite the jealoufy of her 
own. In fhort, whether I confider her asa wife, a 
parent, ora friend, there is no woman whom | be- 
hold with greater veneration than Amanda. 


R. 





